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SPORT 2

it on slippy &
wicket that
rather lacks
In moisture

IMON HUGHES, the
Durham seam bowler,
stared into the TV cam-

era as he crouched over the
v:ﬁ_.

preparing to push a
into the surface in
wmer of Ray Illing-
worth at the start of a Test.
“The key test.'’ said
Hughes. “"No big 1t ‘ised
cricket match is 2_::._n.c
without it."" This is no ordi-
nary contest. It is England v
Switzerland on the frozen
lake of St Moritz. and mavbe
that explains why the key
does not go into the wicket
That there was any wicket
at all was due to its loan by a
nearby international school.
Zuoz, whose Eng-
lish sports mas-
ter imported an
artificial pitch
some time ago so
that cricket could
be played in the
Engadine Valley
inthe summer.
Last weekend's
festival, sponsored by cham-
pagne house Charles Heid-
sieck, was the fifth in succes-
sive years to be staged on
the lake. almost two miles
long and half a mile wide.
The lake, submerged in
winter by ice two feet thick
and covered by several
inches of compacted snow,
plays host to several sport-
ing tournaments — golf and
polo in January, cricket,
horse racing and m_éu._:::a
racing in February.
Crowds are good with,
some 6.000 at the racing last

weekend. Several hundred
spectators, mostly bewil-
dered or just n.:._.ccv.
watched last Saturd:
day ‘“‘international’

Finn protested

that the ball hit
his glove when
he was given out

over affair played in warm
sunshine at nearly 6,000 feet.
The England side, a collec-

tion of goodish club players
reinforced by Hughes,
Hampshire's Mark Nicholas
and Northamptonshire's for-
mer England spinr Nick
Cook. opted to take first use
of a pitch renowned for its
uneven bounce.

It was from a ball bowled
by a Swiss Pakistani that
reared from just short of a
length that the helmetless
‘holas was struck a nasty
blow on the forehead, forc-
ing him to retire hurt. The
unfortunate Nicholas will
not have fond memories
of cricket on ice,
for he was out
cheaply in the
previous day's
practice match
when Cook. to his
delight, had him
stumped

Indeed Nicho-
las, thanks to a
recurring stomach ailment
still with him after reporting
on the first part of England’s
tour of India for the Daily
Te aph, had almost been
obliged to watch proceed-
ings from the sanctity of the
Belvedere Hotel, with its
excellent view of the lake.

England's total of 153 for
nine looked out of the reach
of the polyglot Swiss side,
made up of three Pakistanis,
three Britons, two Germans,
one genuine Swiss (who bad
learnt his cricket in South
Africa), a Finn and a Qatari.
The Finn went early, betray-
ing an ignorance of the
game's laws when he pro-
tested that the ball had hit
his glove after __n. was r:n:

Prm_._nm :oa}m
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A mountain to climb...England’s cricketers try to ignore the St Moritz scenery but their score of 153 was not enough to avoid defeat by Switzerland

out caught behind off
Hughes.

With the fall of two more
quick wickets, the Swiss
seemed to be belying their
third place in last summer's
European icketer Cup at
Worksop, for five of that side
were playing. Enter the man
from Qatar, a portly left-
hander, who swung loft

against second string
bowling. .
His unbeaten 78, which

included seven sixés, won
hin the Swissair man-of-the-
match award and saw his
side to an unlikely two-
wicket victory:.

Taken much more seri-
ously than the cricket — no
doubt because of the prize

money — is the polo and
horse racing. Four polo
teams competed, each boast-
ing one Argentinian 10-goal
handicapper, the mark of 10
vm_zn the best achievable

ers
in the world have such a
ranking. The polo ponies
were brought in by road

from Milan, Diisseldorf and
Munich, and each was fitted
with special studded front
shoes to improve their grip
inthe snow.

Involved in filming the
event for Argentine tele-
vision was the Duchess of
York's mother, Susan Bar-
rentes, a renowned horse-
woman, whose opinion of

polo on ice was: '‘A lot of fun
and a spectacle but no com-
parison to a match on grass
with players of the same
ability.”

The most comical differ-
ence was that the aerated
plastic ball bounced as high
as a football.

The horse racing — both
steeplechasing and flat —
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takes place over three
successive weekends, culmi-
nating later this month in a
showpiece race with £50,000
prize money.

Fallers are rare in the stee-
plechasing but numerous in
the *'ski i a danger-
ous British-introduced sport
in which competitors on skis
are pulled 3 orses.




